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The MRF Challenge, an FIA sanctioned event,

is India’s fastest racing series featuring the MRF F2000 racing car.

The last four editions of the Challenge in 2012, 2013, 2014

and 2015 featured international drivers racing on some

of the most challenging circuits in the world.
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•  Proven racing series with participation from reputed international drivers

•  FIA International status and the events are run under the FIA International 
    Sporting Code

•  Series consists of 4 rounds and at least 14 races

•  Bahrain is on the GP circuit layout and a support to WEC 6 hours Race

•  Participation fee is inclusive of hotels and flights etc.

•  Top class engineers from the UK and mechanics from UK as well as India

•  5 sets of tyres per event

•  Support from Dallara

•  On-board video footage for all sessions

•  Data-logging of each session for driver analysis
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"I am a keen supporter of the MRF Championship because it 

provides great winter racing opportunities allowing young drivers 

to prepare for the season ahead in cars of equal performance 

run by a team of skilled engineers and mechanics. The series 

helps the drivers to learn valuable skills about car set-up with 

their engineers as well as further their race craft. The cars 

themselves are well balanced with a good level of downforce and 

power to weight ratio. The venues are also very good with 

established circuits in UAE and India. We elected for Harri to 

participate in this series to best prepare him for F3. I feel it was 

very useful in this goal."

– Adrian Newey OBE is a British Formula One engineer. He is 

currently the Chief Technical Officer of the Red Bull Racing 

Formula One team.
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“MRF has always been the pioneer in Indian motorsport and the 

MRF Challenge has become the standard for racing series in Asia 

since its launch in 2012. It’s a fantastic package for young drivers 

to really learn how a high-grip, high-downforce single-seater works 

and it’s surely unmatched in terms of the value and track time it 

offers for experienced drivers as well. A lot of development has 

been undertaken for the 2016 MRF Challenge with improved 

tyres and aero package that has made the car significantly 

quicker and better to drive.”
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The MRF Challenge is a great championship with a competitive field. In 
addition to that it has a calendar that races on several F1 circuits/I really 
enjoyed racing it in 2016, I gained exprience and learned a lot throughout 
the season.

– Pietro Fittipaldi, NASCAR Whelen All-American Series Champion, 2011 
/ BRDC Formula 4, 2013 / Protyre Formula Renault Champion, 2014 / 
Eurocup Formula Renault 2.0, 2014 / MRF Challenge Champion, 2015-16

PIETRO FITTIPALDI
It’s a great championship that goes to very good tracks and 
you have a lot of track time. All cars are the same and they 
share all data and video from all the drivers so it’s much easier 
to learn. I want to thank the organization MRF for giving me 
the opportunity to compete.

- Tatiana Calderon, European F3 Open / Formula Renault 2.0 
Alps / British F3 / European F3

TATIANA CALDERON

As a European driver, I simply like the opportunity MRF is 
giving us to drive during a time when it is quite impossible to 
do so in Europe. That means that you can stay fit and focused 
over the winter and work on your abilities to drive, to work 
with new people and to extend your experience in driving a 
different kind of car. I felt very warmly welcomed and had a 
good time, and I appreciate the feeling of having been able to 
further develop my skills as a driver.

– Mick Schumacher, ADAC Formula 4, 2015

MICK SCHUMACHER

The MRF series is the perfect prospect for any driver who wants to 
keep racing during the winter months, it visits popularly used 
tracks like Abu Dhabi, Bahrain and Dubai which some drivers may 
end up racing on at some point so it’s a great opportunity to learn 
them now. With the home race of Chennai, which was probably one 
of the most memorable races I have ever done and one that I 
would jump at the opportunity to do it again.

– Harrison Newey, BRDC Formula 4 Winter Championship, 2014 / 
Championnat de France F4, 2014 / ADAC Formel 4, 2015 / BRDC 
Formula 4, 2015 / FIA Formula 3 European Championship, 2016

HARRISON NEWEY

The MRF Challenge is a great championship and I really enjoyed this 
championship, the drivers I raced against had a lot of experience in 
F3 plus there were some good tracks to race. I think the series is 
good, the tracks were really perfect and I enjoyed it.

– Nikita Troitskiy, Formula Renault 2.0 Eurocup, 2015 / Formula 
Renault 2.0 Eurocup, 2016

NIKITA TROITSKIY

MRF Challenge is a really good winter series to 
practice for the main season. As the car has good 
performance and they are going on good tracks. 
Everyone has the same package so the only difference 
is on the driving. And against good drivers like we had 
last year, it’s a really good competition.

- Alessio Picariello, ADAC Formel Masters, 2013

ALESSIO PICARIELLO

MRF Challenge is a very competitive championship. The car 
is good and I’m impressed with the whole set-up.

– Nobuharu Matshushita, Formula Pilota, China, 2011 / 
Formula Challenge, Japan Champion, 2012 / All-Japan 
Formula Three Champion, 2013-14 / GP2, 2015 / McLaren 
F1 team-development driver, 2016

NOBUHARU MATSUSHITA

DRIVERDRIVERDRIVER
TESTIMONIALSTESTIMONIALSTESTIMONIALS

MRF Challenge Participants (2015)
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*Actual quotes from drivers.



Racing in  the MRF Challenge was a fantastic experience as 
well as a competitive championship. It offers FIA sanctioned 
events at great venues with excellent track support whilst still 
keeping a friendly but serious atmosphere. It also offers a 
prize of £30K, which helps any driver chasing a career and I 
was fortunate enough to win. I would recommend the series to 
any driver regardless of experience.

– Toby Sowery, F3 Cup Champion, 2014 / MRF Challenge 
Champion, 2014-15

TOBY SOWERY
MRF Challenge is a fantastic winter series. A complete 
package to enhance racing skills. It helped me a lot to get 
back to professional racing, after the win at the MRF race in 
Bahrain I could sign with Aston Martin racing. I would 
definitely recommend anyone.

– Mathias Lauda, Formula 3000 / GP2 A1 Grand Prix / DTM / 
Porsche Supercup / GT1 World Championship / World 
Endurance Championship

MATHIAS LAUDA

The MRF Challenge is a brilliant place for drivers to further 
their skills in quality cars on quality circuits. Winter can be 
long for a driver and to have the chance to continue racing 
over winter in such a great series really helped me go on to 
my race winning season in GP2.

– Jon Lancaster, Formula Renault 2.0 / Formula Renault 
3.5 / F2 / GP2

JON LANCASTER

The MRF Challenge provided a great opportunity for 
me to race in new places and build my motorsport 
experience.

– Conor Daly, GP3 / MRF Challenge Champion, 
2012-13 / GP2 / IndyCar Series

CONOR DALY

A well organised and enjoyable winter series.

– Arthur Pic, Formula Renault 2.0 / Formula 
Renault 3.5 / MRF Challenge winner – 3rd, 
2013-14 / GP2

ARTHUR PIC
The MRF Challenge is a very competitive and 
well-organised championship and I had fun 
competing in the winter series.

– Carmen Jorda, Spanish F3 / GP3 / Lotus 
F1 team- development driver

CARMEN JORDA

MRF Challenge Participants (2014)

MRF Challenge Participants (2013)
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MRF Challenge is a great winter championship with a great car 
and team of people around helping, they are just as passionate 
about races as the drivers. Doing the MRF winter championship 
helped me get extra seat time in a period of the year where it is 
very limited and therefore helped me to improve and learn 
before heading back to Europe for the season.

– Jordan King, MRF Formula 1600 Champion, 2011 / British F3 
Champion, 2013 / GP2

JORDAN KING

It’s important for young drivers to get as much mileage as possible. Big 
budgets prevent us from doing this, and in that respect the MRF 
Challenge’s low-cost approach is a great opportunity. The 
championship finale in Chennai is a real nail-biter. A pure racetrack, for 
real drivers. And a great closing party to finish the championship. 
Because of the prize money awarded during every race, you can 
actually earn money by racing in the MRF Challenge.

– Sam Dejonghe, Formula Renault 2.0 NEC / European F3 Open 
Championship / Supercar Challenge

SAM DEJONGHE

The MRF Challenge is without doubt the most competitive and 
cost-effective winter single-seater series in the world. Together with 
a fantastic car and first-class engineers from Europe, any driver 
wanting to be well prepared for the European summer season 
should seriously consider taking part. Not only is it great racing, but 
you are also made to feel very welcome and I can honestly say 
racing in the MRF Challenge is the most fun I’ve had in my racing 
career. It helps that I was Champion too!

– Rupert Svendsen-Cook, MRF Challenge Champion, 2013 – 14

RUPERT SVENDSEN-COOK

MRF Challenge Participants (2012)
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One of Asia’s fastest racing cars, the MRF F2000
has been redesigned for the 2016 season. 

The 2016 MRF Challenge features an all-new car
which is faster, more powerful and very exciting 

to race. The new car is powered by a 2 litre 
Mountune Duratec engine with max power

of 250 bhp and shod on MRF Z.L.O. tyres.
*Car images depicted are of the prototype car and 

will vary from the original car2016
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•  Formula 3 Chassis from Dallara, Italy 

•  Crash tested to FIA F3 safety standards 

•  Advanced aerodynamics with underbody diffuser 

•  Hewland 6-speed sequential gearbox equipped with integrated 
dash and paddle shift system

•  2.0 litre racing engines with max power of 250 bhp  from Mountune 
Racing, UK

•  Specifically designed MRF Z.L.O. slick and wet racing  tyres 

•  Performance parameter similar to Formula 3 car 

•  Formula 3 Chassis from Dallara, Italy 

•  Crash tested to FIA F3 safety standards 

•  Advanced aerodynamics with underbody diffuser 

•  Hewland 6-speed sequential gearbox equipped with integrated 
dash and paddle shift system

•  2.0 litre racing engines with max power of 250 bhp  from Mountunewith max power of 250 bhp  from Mountunewith max power of
Racing, UK

•  Specifically designed MRF Z.L.O. slick and wet racing  tyres 

•  Performance parameter similar to Formula 3 car 



• The chassis has been designed according to the FIA 
Formula 3 technical and crash-test regulations 

• The design of the carbon monocoque chassis  is 
incorporated with front crash nosecone and rear 
impact structure 

• Headrest protection is similar to current Dallara F3 
cars 

• A removable safety seat is fitted 

• Wheel tethers are fitted 

• Integrated fire extinguisher system

2016
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• Sealed 16-valve, 4-cylinder type MR250R 

• Built and developed by Mountune Racing, UK

• Capacity: 1998cc 

• Max power: 250 bhp at 8300 RPM 

• Lubrication: Dry sump 

• ECU – COSWORTH SQ6 

• Data logger - Pi Omega L2
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• Hewland FTR sequential
gearbox equipped
with paddle shift system

• 6 speed + reverse 
• Cast aluminium maincase 
• Engine oil tank in the maincase 
• Cast aluminium bell-housing

GEARBOXGEARBOXGEARBOX

• Double wishbones with pushrods 
• KONI 2-Way adjustable Dampers
• Single central nut wheel fixing 
• AP Racing 4 pistons brake calipers
• 2 off cast iron ventilated floating discs 
• Caster, camber, toe and roll-centre 

adjustment 
• 13-inch Racing aluminum alloy rims 

REAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSIONREAR SUSPENSION

FRONT SUSPENSIONFRONT SUSPENSIONFRONT SUSPENSION
• Double wishbones with pushrods 
• KONI 2-Way adjustable Dampers 
• Adjustable anti-roll bar 
• Single central nut wheel fixing 
• AP Racing 4 pistons brake calipers 
• 2 off cast iron ventilated floating discs 
• Caster, camber, toe and roll-centre adjustment 
• 13-inch Racing aluminium alloy rims
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•   Specifically designed MRF Z.L.O.
slick and wet racing tyres

•   Race proven tyres, tested on some of 
the finest Formula 1 grade circuits in 

the world – Bahrain, Abu Dhabi,
New Delhi, Qatar and Dubai

•   Front: 200/540-13 

•   Rear: 240/570-13 



RACE RACE RACE 
CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR

222000111666
THE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITSTHE CIRCUITS

BAHRAIN
17/18/19 November 2016

CHENNAI
17/18/19 February 2017

NEW DELHI
27/28/29 January 2017

DUBAI
8/9/10 December 2016

*Dates, venues and number of races are subject to change

SCHEDULE*
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Full Season - USD 50,000

Per round fee - USD 20,000

The package is the concept 
of “Arrive and Drive” and 
includes international 
flights, domestic flights, 
accommodation, food and 
local transport.

FEEFEEFEEFEEFEEFEEFEE
The following prizes, given for 
individual races and Overall 
Challenge, will be paid by the 
promoter. 

The promoters reserve the 
right to increase the below 
mentioned prize money.

PRIZEPRIZEPRIZE
MONEYMONEYMONEY

POSITION INDIVIDUAL RACES CHALLENGE

First Place Trophy + INR 1,00,000* Trophy + INR 20,00,000*

Second Place Trophy Trophy + INR 10,00,000*

Third Place Trophy Trophy + INR   8,00,000*

*Or its equivalent in USD
2016
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• 2 additional points will be awarded to the 
driver who sets the fastest lap in each race, 
provided the said driver is a classified finisher 
of the race

• 2 additional points will be awarded to the 
driver who sets the single fastest laptime 
during the qualifying session at each Race 
Meeting of the series

POINTSPOINTSPOINTS
FORMATFORMATFORMAT

1st place : 25 points

2nd place : 18 points

3rd place : 15 points

4th place : 12 points

5th place : 10 points

6th place : 8 points

7th place : 6 points

8th place : 4 points

9th place : 2 points

10th place : 1 point
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COMPULSORY DECALS: MRF Formula 2000

MRF branding will be on both front-wing main 
planes and both front-wing endplates, as well as 
on both rear-wing endplates. MRF Z.L.O. 
branding will be on both the barge-boards, as 
well as on both sides of the lower half of the 
engine cover. MMSC logo will be on both 
rear-wing endplates.

BRANDINGBRANDINGBRANDING
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RACE SUIT BRANDING 
MRF branding on the following areas – collar, left 
chest and both upper arms. Grey areas are 
reserved for series sponsors. All other areas are 
available for corporate branding opportunities.

HELMET BRANDING 
Compulsory MRF branding on visor strip. 
All other areas are available for corporate 
branding opportunities.

BRANDINGBRANDINGBRANDING
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A comprehensive media plan has been developed that will 
cover all aspects of media including: 

• Daily print newspapers (English and regional languages) 

• Magazines: Automotive, Sport, Lifestyle, In-flight etc. 
(including international publications) 

• Wire agencies 

• Online media (including international websites) 

• Social media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube) 

• Television channels (Sports, Lifestyle & News) 

• Website: www.mrfracing.in

PR and Social Media:
Ms. Hetal Mehta (India): +91 8870476775 
Email: hetal@jamotorsport.com

PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN PR AND MEDIA PLAN 
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Championship Coordinator
Mr. Prabha Shankar +91 9840288855
Email: prabha@moma.ms, Twitter: @iprabha

Driver Coordinator:
Mr. David Lowe 0044(0) 7786330788/154855018
Email: davidlowe@jamotorsport.com

Travel & Stay enquiries:
Ms. Beena (India): +91 9381921113
Email: beena@jayemauto.com

CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT

2016
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J  A  M O T O R S P O R T

MRF Limited
114, Greams Road, Chennai - 600 006, India.
Ph: 91-44-2829 2777  |  Fax: 91-44-2829 4154
Visit us at www.mrfracing.in or www.jamotorsport.com
      Like us at www.facebook.com/MRFRacingOfficial
      Follow us at www.twitter.com/MRF_Racing


